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Equally Brangwyn's work has its place in late nineteenth-century English painting; but its tendency is directly opposed to that of Pugin, and it is regrettable that some other setting had not been chosen for these robust examples of Brangwyn's full-blooded art.
As a member of the Royal Fine Art Commission I was now to be in close touch with architects, Those I had heretofore known most intimately were our neighbours in Gloucestershire, Ernest Gimson and the two Barnsleys. Henceforth I could observe the ways of Lutyens, Blomfield and Gilbert Scott, architects who played larger parts on the stage of stone and brick. I marvelled at the readiness with which these busy men gave their time to the many problems with which the Commission had to deal. The Commission is fortunate in its chairman, Lord Crawford. It seems to me no small thing that one who has held high office in more than one government should devote himself entirely to the work of the Fine Art Commission and the Council for the Preservation of Rural England. Zeal for public service is an honourable tradition in the great English and Scottish families. Moreover the respect in which public servants are held gives them an authority as chairmen, which, I thought often during the meetings of the Fine Art Commission, no architect or artist could exercise to the same degree, One of the most active members is Lutyens, so ready with his pencil when making or amending a plan, ready too with his tongue. There is no subject upon which he fails to make some ludicrous quip; he has an expansive goodfellowship which sometimes masks indifference. Reginald Blomfield, with a more aggressive manner than Lutyens, has a warmer heart. Positive, bellicose yet cosy, Blomfield has a »very vital, a very likeable nature. Gilbert Scott, reserved, quietly sure of himself, I had known as architectural

